
 

 

"The Apt Pupil".  Todd Bowden. 

Approx. 1 min. 

A monologue about choice, greatness, and destiny related through the story of Icarus of Greek 
mythology. 

 

All great achievements arose from dissatisfaction. It is the desire to do 
better, to dig deeper that propels a civilization to greatness. All of us have 
heard the story of Icarus, the young boy who took the wings his father 
built for him. Wings that were meant to carry him over the ocean to 
freedom and used them instead for a joyride. For a brief moment Icarus 
felt what it was like to live like a god, to touch the sun, to soar above the 
common man. And for doing so he paid the ultimate price. Like Icarus we 
too have been given gifts: knowledge, education, experience. And with 
these gifts comes the responsibility of choice. We alone decide how our 
talents are bestowed upon the world. This is our destiny and we hold it in 
the palm of our hands.  

 


